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Meaning of Sedition 

• If a person uses either spoken or written words

calculated to create in the minds of the person to whom

they are addressed a disposition not to obey the lawful

government, or to subvert or resist the authority, if and

when the occasion should arise and if he does so with

the intention of creating such disposition, among his

hearers or readers, they will be guilty under the section.



• Sedition in itself is a comprehensive term and it

embraces all those practices, whether by word,

deed or writings which are calculated to disturb

the tranquillity of the state, and lead ignorant

persons to endeavour to subvert the Government

and laws of the Country.

• Focus on tranquillity, practices and subverts.



Object of Sedition 

Nazir Khan v. State of Delhi, AIR 2003 SC 4427:

discuss about the object behind the sedition:

• To excite/ induce discontent or dissatisfaction,

• to create public disturbance, or to lead a civil war,

• to bring into hatred or contempt the sovereign or

government, the laws or constitutions of the realm, and

• generally all endeavours to promote public disorder.



Is it required or not?

• Every state whatever its form of government has to be armed with

the power to punish those who by their conduct jeopardise the safety

or disseminates such feelings of disloyalty as have the tendency to

lead to the disruption of the State or breach of public order.

• In Niharendra Dutta Majumdar, AIR 1942 FC 22 at 26, Sir

Maurice Gwyer said “The first fundamental duty of every

government is the preservation of order. This duty has no doubt been

sometimes performed in such a way as to make the remedy worse

than disease, but it does not cease to be a matter of obligation

because some on whom the duty rests have performed it well.



• The Explanation to the section make it clear 
that criticism of public measures or comment 
on government actions, however strongly 
worded, within reasonable limits and 
consistent with the fundamental rights of 
freedom of speech and expression is not 
affected. It is only when the words have the 
pernicious tendency or intention of creating 
public disorder or disturbance of law and order 
that the law steps in.  [Kedar Nath Case] 



Essential Ingredients

• In Asit Kumar Sen Gupta v. State of Chattisgarh, 2012 (NOC)

CrLJ 384, it was decided that the necessary ingredients to attract

punishment under Section 124A appears to be effort of bringing or

attempting to bring into hatred or contempt or excite or attempt to

excite disaffection towards the Government established by law in

India by words, either spoken or written or by signs or by visible

representations or otherwise.

• If he tried to excite feelings of hatred or contempt towards the

Government, that is sufficient to make him guilty under this section.

[Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1897)]


